STEPHEN J. COLE-HATCHARD

SENT VIA EMAIL

May 23, 2006
Mr. Baird:  You have abused your awesome power of having unfettered access to the primary media source in North Rockland by publishing your Mirant commentary with so many errors, incorrect assumptions, and an obvious political bias.
True the Mirant issue is real life, but it is certainly no game.  I was born and raised in Stony Point, and until now, never considered moving out.  Mirant is just about to force me, and many of my friends and family, to seriously consider relocating because of the long term financial devastation they are about to wreak.  And you call this a game?  Absurd.
First of all, how can you say rejection of the Mirant settlement can only make things "much" worse.  Have you read the settlement agreement?  Have you talked to the Judge in White Plains?  Other than a substantially erroneous summary by the school district's attorneys and Howie Philips, I have seen NOTHING and talked with NO ONE.  Yet you are upset because I won't join in with the politicos and vote for an agreement that doesn't yet exist?  Don't you think it would be at all prudent to actually see the documents, crunch some numbers, and make a reasoned decision, not a political "plunge"?
Taxpayers aren't as stupid as you think.  No one thought Mirant would go away by voting down the school budget, but at this point, every little bit helps.  The school board certainly could have eased the burden a bit, and the fact that they so brazenly snubbed 4,000 voters is outrageous, and that WAS unexpected.
Your article also throws out spurious numbers as if they are fact.  Where do you come up with 66% if the settlement is not signed?  Is that your legal opinion after reading the Town's 90 page brief submitted last week arguing against Mirant, or did the White Plains Judge tell you that?  You are as bad as the politicians pursuing this deal without even reading it - scare the hell out of everyone, double their taxes, and tell them how great a job you did.
I notice you at least concede that it was only "reported" to you that Mirant is being so generous as to "give" us $100 million to help offset taxes.  That is absolutely wrong.  In the last draft I saw, Mirant is giving us nothing except financial devastation.  Dodge Watkins came up with the idea of BORROWING an extra $100 million so taxes only look like they're going up 46%.  It's illegal, will cost taxpayers an extra $127 million in interest and fees, and is probably NOT going to happen with or without the settlement.  You really should have talked to someone before writing your article.
Next you blame me for having the school budget defeated and "only" saving $1.5 million.  Why in the world don't you have the vision and guts to blame the REAL culprits here - THE SCHOOL BOARD.  They could easily cut $3 or $4 million off the TOP of the budget without adversely affecting what really matters - the education of our children.  Instead, you try to make it look like we (me, 4,000 voters, and many others) are a bunch of idiots who are blindly lashing out because Mirant is slapping us silly.  Well we ARE lashing out - but not blindly.  The school budget should have been voted down and it was.  The school board should have listened, but they ignored us.  The meetings to vote on the Mirant settlement proposal should have been cancelled and they were.  The settlement agreement should at least be completed, distributed and read by those responsible to vote on it, but it is not and hasn't been.
So Mr. Bob Baird, let me tell you this:  I am not a politician or an idiot.  I will not be scared by Mirant, pushed around by the political majority, or led blindly down Dodge Watkins' settlement trail.  I am a detective and attorney, have NO political aspirations whatsoever, and contrary to good political etiquette, I say what I think.  I am proudly serving my home town to the best of my ability, as I was elected to do.  Contrary to your accolades, Geoff Finn's letter was political.  He and Supervisor Marino support a settlement that they have never read.  Dodge Watkins, James Johnston and Sarah Keenan simply lie.  Fred Bohlander said he would like to read what he is being asked to vote on.  And your commentary is politically biased and factually baseless.  That's the way it REALLY is.
Stephen J. Cole-Hatchard
