JUNE 7, 2006 UPDATE:  As stated in my May 6, 2006 letter to the WHITEMAN, OSTERMAN and HANNA Law firm (the “Osterman” firm), in the Mirant case, the same law firm is attempting to represent all parties, including the School District, Haverstraw, and Stony Point.  These attorney's have a long relationship with Dodge Watkins, and this situation presents a clear and serious conflict of interest, effectively leaving Stony Point with NO INDEPENDENT LEGAL REPRESENTATION IN THE MIRANT CASE.  Tonight I learned even more disturbing information further exemplifying this conflict, and the urgent need for Stony Point to retain independent counsel as soon as possible prior to acting on the proposed Mirant settlement agreement.
This new information is disturbing.  In 1989 and 1990, Dodge Watkins was asked to resign by his former employer, the Wappingers Central School District, or face suspension. He refused, and was subsequently suspended, then terminated.  Watkins challenged a number of the Wappinger School Board's decisions and actions.  Not only did he lose each, he also lost his appeal to force the School District to pay his legal fees for his challenges.  These facts are disturbing enough - how we ended up with this character is beyond me.  But what seriously concerns me about the Mirant case is that his personal attorneys in at least two of those matters 15 years ago were THE VERY SAME ATTORNEYS REPRESENTING US IN THE MIRANT CASE NOW - THE OSTERMAN FIRM!!  I have posted on the “Lawyer Conflict” page of my web site (www.colehatchard.com) copies of four (4) of the appeals and challenges Watkins filed and lost, two of which indicate the Osterman firm as his attorneys.

I am outraged that this law firm believes it can properly continue in their attempts to represent Stony Point, Haverstraw and the School District under these circumstances, especially knowing Stony Point's allegations that the settlement agreement is unfair to Stony Point as compared to the firm's other clients.  I believe Stony Point must immediately terminate the services of the Osterman firm, and retain alternative counsel to advise us on the proposed settlement agreement.  Although this will probably cost a few dollars, this settlement is the single most important financial decision the Stony Point Town Board (as well as the School District and Haverstraw) has ever had to make.  The School Board has deceived and ignored us, Watkins has pocketed and given away millions of our tax dollars claiming he “deserves” it, and we are now asked to “trust them” in their choice of attorney’s for us.  This entire Mirant situation stinks, and at this point, I am starting to think we would be better off leaving our fate to a Supreme Court Judge rather than Dodge’s lawyers.
I will continue to provide additional information as received.  Thank you.  STEPHEN
