May 20 update – some interesting facts:

Thanks to all of you for your terrific ideas, and your continued support.  You will see a lot of your thoughts actually being executed over the next few weeks.  I'll try to give credit where possible!!
I wanted to pass some very interesting bits of information on to each of you, as much of it provides further proof that our efforts are not futile - though the School Board is a different story.
As you all know, our primary purpose with the budget vote, the election of 2 School Board members, and our continuous battle over the Mirant case was to let the Superintendent and the School Board know that we - the entire North Rockland tax paying community - are facing extremely difficult times.  Our plea was to have the Board revisit the School Budget, and try to trim some fat off the TOP.  Not only did they ignore the voices of 4,000 voters and taxpayers, which was a clear majority, but they actually retaliated against us in a way that only hurts the kids, that being the adoption of an austerity budget.  They didn't take so much as an hour to consider the alternatives.  Now, I'm sure, every time someone is affected because of the austerity budget, it will be our fault.  Let's just remember, though, the Board SHOULD AND COULD EASILY HAVE cut a couple of million in waste, padding and fluff out of their self-serving $185 million proposal, avoided an austerity situation altogether, and not have hurt the kids or the community.  This is their fault entirely, and they will pay for this.
Now on to the interesting news.  The budget vote woke up a lot of people, if not the comatose School Board.  For example, within hours of the announcement of the results of the vote:
 

1.  I have been advised that Dodge Watkins' sidekick James Johnston (who is now completely in charge of our $185 million tax dollars, and who, as you all know, I have my cynical suspicions about) has placed his house on the market for sale, and hinted around that he may be thinking of “retiring".  I have no confirmation of this yet, but it will be fairly easy to confirm;
 

2.  The Town of Stony Point will be changing the format of it's Town Board meetings, which will include moving one of the meetings to a different night to accommodate our attendance at School Board meetings;
3.   I have had so many people come forward since the vote with stories of election improprieties, especially relating to the outrageous write-in process and broken voting machines, I am preparing to assault the results of the Board of Election portion of the vote.  A petition and related documents will be filed with the New York State Board of Education (the first step in a school district election challenge) shortly;
4.  Apparently the State audit of the School District has started.  If this is true, this should be extremely interesting.  Anyone having any further information on this is asked to please let me know (confidentially).
 

AND NOW MY FAVORITE:
5.  Dodge Watkins' buddy, Lee Davis, the PRESIDENT OF MIRANT NEW YORK, QUIT WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUST  HOURS AFTER ELECTION RESULTS WERE ANNOUNCED!!!  I can't help to wonder if things are getting too hot around here!!
One last comment about this email list and the information I provide.  I received a few emails asking that the contents of emails I receive and conversations I participate in remain confidential.  I believe this concern is because of the email I received from the school teacher, William Keenan, which I forwarded to all of you.  Please understand that I always keep everything I hear and read confidential unless I ask otherwise, and this case was an exception.  When I received Mr. Keenan's email, it was so absurd, I couldn't decide how to respond.  Then I decided that rather than respond at all, I would just send it out to 400 or so of my closest friends - all of you!!  Maybe a little inappropriate, but effective!  Thanks again for your time.   STEVE
