Hi Mr. Aviles. Thank you for your email.  We all have our opinions, but I must tell you, I could not disagree with your comments more.  The School Board, Dodge Watkins and now Dr. Monahan have completely destroyed our community - it has nothing to do with Haverstraw vs. Stony Point, nor with my comments.  First, let me be clear about how we got to where we are:
 

Mirant, and formerly O&R, overpaid taxes for almost 2 decades (The reasons for that are irrelevant at this point).  As a result, the Towns of Haverstraw and Stony Point used those "extra" funds to keep taxes down.  Until the early 1990s, and especially before Dodge Watkins came to town, even the School District controlled spending and used much of that extra money to help control taxes, and to "splurge" a little on one time expenses, and generally in the best interests of our community and children.  Then, Dodge Watkins was appointed Superintendent of our District after being FIRED from his previous position as Superintendent in Wappingers for his outrageous spending practices.
 

The minute he stepped into office, he began his decade long process of destroying what we have all worked to build for many years - with the unchallenged rubber stamp approval of the current School Board.   He started committing our District to extravagant long term spending policies and practices, including everything from overstaffing of administrative positions, upgrading Directors to Assistant Superintendents, paying HUGE salaries  - which he bound us to by contract - and bonuses, at all levels including himself.  He went on an absolute spending frenzy, culminating in his final year paycheck of well over a half million dollars of our tax money.
 

When that free flow of extra money stopped, Stony Point and Haverstraw were able to handle it with some hard cost cutting and rational budgeting.  However, because Dodge Watkins, with the rubber stamp approval of the existing School Board, bound us by contract and otherwise to his extravagant spending and waste, the School District Budget is STILL BASED UPON ALL OF THAT "EXTRA" MONEY, yet as we all know, it no longer flows from the power plants.    In essence, it would be like me or you obtaining a huge mortgage on our home using our holiday bonuses from our job, which could obviously end at any time.  When the inevitable happens - those free bonuses stop - we're stuck with the big mortgage, and no way to pay it.  THAT IS WHY YOUR TAXES WENT UP 35% LAST YEAR, AND PROBABLY WILL GO UP ANOTHER 22% THIS YEAR - NOT BECAUSE OF MY COMMENTS.
 

Now, specific to your email, let me first say that my approach has developed over time.  First, my comments are not inflammatory, they are truthful, and those facts are outrageous.  I began with rational attempts to discuss the problems facing our District with Dodge Watkins, members of the School Board and others.  As with most District residents, I was not just ignored, I was threatened and belittled.  I then went to the State Comptroller's office with over 22 specific complaints about improper and even illegal activities by Watkins and the Board.  In response, the Comptroller's officer conducted an extensive audit, which they completed in September.  I learned yesterday that the report will not be released until probably June, which will be after the School District elections and budget vote.  Finally, I started disclosing everything I have learned about the Board and the District, and those facts are what you are now referring to as my "inflammatory comments".  All I can say to that is I tried every reasonable approach I could to get our school taxes somewhat under control, and now that the truth is coming out, I don't think you should blame the messenger.
 

In addition, my approach isn't what is hurting the community.  Face it, what the School Board and Dodge Watkins did to us, and are attempting to continue, along with Dr. Monahan, are what has and continues to destroy our community.  We are all in this together - Haverstraw and Stony Point taxpayers - and we should throw out this School board together.  As for your admiration of Dr. Monahan, I gave him every benefit of the doubt, and put my trust and faith in him, UNTIL he lied to me in front of others (Tim O'Neill and others), and continued with Dodge Watkins' tradition of kicking us all in the wallet regardless of what we want.  Do you realize what they did to us last year and are THREATENING to do to us again with the austerity budget??  If you truly understood, you would be as incensed as I am.
 

I am sorry Mr. Aviles, but calm talk, voter action, hundreds of protestors in 90 degree heat, and an investigation by the State have not swayed this Board or Dr. Monahan one bit - so NOW IT IS TIME FOR WAR.
 

Finally, your comment about hurting our teachers, many of whom live in the community, is wrong.  Over 80% of the teachers in our District, who almost ALL make well over $100,000 a year, do NOT live in the North Rockland School District or pay our taxes.  Even the President of the Teacher's Union lives in Orange County!!
 

Just my opinion.  STEVE
