From:  ****

Sent:   Tuesday, May 01, 2007 11:04 PM
To:  stephen@colehatchard.org
Subject: PTSA Meeting

Mr. Cole-Hatchard,

I have just read the update on your web page regarding the PTA Council meeting which you did not attend.  Let me state a few facts for you (you seem to get them wrong quite often!)

1.  I was at the meeting, being the Council Delegate to the ********, and the information that the "parent" gave you was totally incorrect.

2.  The "parent" may have his (or her??) opinion of the 5 candidates who spoke, but please keep in mind that it is ONLY HIS OPIONION.  Before you make a statement saying that all of them BUT ONE WERE EXACTLY LIKE THE CURRENT BOARD MEMBERS, you should have or hopefully would have spoken to them yourself and form your own opinion.  Then you should really state that it is only your opinion and that people should get out and hear what each candidate has to say and then form their opinion.  I would assume you believe that would be in the best interest of all voters.

3.  If I recall correctly, no one praised the current board and no one ever said that we feel there are no problems whatsoever with how things are going right now.  This was a meet the candidates meeting.  The candidates spoke about themselves and what they would like to see changed.  Those of us who were there, sat back and listened to what they had to say, may have asked one or two questions and that was it.  I'm really not sure what that "parent" means by praising and certainly have no idea where that "parent" would come up with a statement that we felt there were no problems.

4.  Donna DelPrincipio-Yanitelli, DID NOT TAKE HEAT FROM ANYONE.  I personally resent that remark considering I am on the board, was at the meeting and know exactly what transpired.  No one attacked her, board members or candidates.  I would hope that before you wrote that on your web site, you spoke with her to see what she had to say.  I'm assuming you did not!

So here's what it boils down to Mr. Cole-Hatchard:

1.  You were invited to this meeting as well as the Bridging the Gap meeting.  You chose not to attend either one of them.  Whether you had to work or not, the right thing to do would have been to RSVP and let us know you were not coming.

2.  If you were at the Meet the Candidates meeting you would know that whatever information this "parent" fed you was not factual.  I find it very disheartening that you never seem to get all the facts straight and then feed these misconceptions to the public, especially because the public is who you want to represent.

3.  The 25% increase that you write about is again not giving the people all the information.  Last year there was a huge range difference in the taxes (i.e., some went down, some increased slightly and some increased up to 200%) and the district has stated that this year the increase could be as little as 7% or as high as 25%.  This should have been stated on your web site rather then just the misleading FLAT RATE of 25%.

As a member of the PTA Council I find it very alarming that a person who says he wants to be part of the School Board can never find the time to work with a very important part of the School District, the PTA.  We will be having a Candidate Debate Night on Tuesday, May 8th, @ 7:30 pm, @ Fieldstone.  Maybe we can expect to see you there and finally here what you have to say and for that matter you can hear what we have to say first-hand!

Perhaps you are unaware that one of the obligations of a school board member is to attend a monthly PTA Council meeting.  Thus far, it seems to me that you are unable or unwilling to support the PTA Council in any way.  Having said that, I'm not sure that I would be able to support you.  We all want what is best for our School District, I'm sure you would agree.  If changes need to be made then let's make them, but Mr. Cole-Hatchard, we must find a way to do this together as a community.  It's not fair to anyone if you continuously mislead the public with information you are getting second hand.  Before you so openly said what was on your mind, you should have confirmed your information from a "parent" with a member of the PTA Council.  That would have been the right thing to do.

*****  *****
