Hello Mrs. ****.  First of all, am I to assume you are a neutral, objective observer when your opening line condemns me for what you believe are my oft stated mistakes??  Let me state of few facts:

1.  I did not base my opinion that those four named candidates were exactly like the current board members because of a passing remark from one individual.  My opinion was well founded based upon MY DIRECT CONVERSATIONS AND/OR EMAILS with each and every one of them over the past year or more.  Each of them is IDENTICAL in thought to the existing rubber stamp board, and that parent’s statement was mere confirmation of an already known and obvious fact.

2.  I know for a FACT that Dick Eggers has FOR YEARS praised this school board, and Mike Rokosa has done so recently as well.  I don’t need to sit back at YOUR meeting to hear what they have to say – I have heard it from their mouths, and from their actions, for a very long time.

3.  You are disheartened NOT because I did not get the facts straight, rather, because I absolutely do not agree with you, and have heard their talk long enough to know when I am being handed a bunch of meaningless political jabber.

4.  As for your attempted analysis of the school tax situation, you are WAY off base.  I have lived this school tax crisis for a number of years, and I challenge ANYONE in this District to come forward and argue that I do not know this issue.  The District has fudged with equalization rates, apportionment applications, and even the basic tax rate numbers.  Until I DISCLOSED THE FACT THAT TAXES ARE GOING UP THIS YEAR ON MY WEB SITE, THE DISTRICT HID THAT FACT FROM THE PUBLIC – just look at EVERY single 2007/2008 budget presentation they made.  All they talked about was a “$0 dollar spending increase budget” for the first six weeks.  Why are you slamming me for my figures, when you have to be BLIND to not realize they were hiding the tax increase??  Are you protecting them, or did you just not realize what they had done??

5.  Finally, you have the audacity to say I mislead because of the information on my website.  Well, on that very same web site, under the “April 23 update”, I listed 15 items which this current school board did, all of which are either improper, wasteful, or even criminal.  Why haven’t you commented on any of those 15 items??  Why haven’t you presented me with evidence that my facts are wrong or misleading?? Do you approve of this school board blowing millions of tax dollars like this, NONE of which benefits our children??

I am truly sorry, Ms. ****, that I am not the candidate of your choosing, however, unlike most of the others, I am not going to sit here and tell you what I think you want to hear so you will vote for me.  I am not here to make friends.  I am not here to elevate my stature in the community by socializing with our overpaid district administrators.  I AM HERE TO PUT AN END TO 14 YEARS OF OUTRAGEOUS, OBNOXIOUS WASTE, WHICH HAS CAUSED ONE OF THE WORST SCHOOL TAX CRISIS IN THE COUNTRY – NO, NOT MIRANT – THIS SCHOOL BOARD.

As for the candidates debate night, I doubt very much I will be there.  As you showed here, those that are “in” with the current school board administration don’t like me, my style, or the fact that I am not afraid to listen to all of the nonsense about me being against education just because I refuse to allow this current board to waste millions of dollars on their administrative buddies under the false guise of “all for education”.

One last thing – how can you tell me I mislead the public with all of the facts I have brought out about this school board?  Millions of dollars in administrative giveaways, sick time bonuses, travel, grossly lowered time for big retirement bonuses, and completely hiding from the public that the “$0 dollar spending” budget has huge school tax implications.  I really don’t understand what you are thinking – our community has been destroyed by this school board.  Last year an overwhelming majority of voters voiced their dismay AS A COMMUNITY in the budget vote and this arrogant board ignored them.  What now – just give up??

Stephen J. Cole-Hatchard

