From: Mike Rokosa
Sent: Thu 4/12/2007 11:13 PM 

To: scolehatchard@frontline.net 

Subject: School Board/Budget


Please excuse my hijacking (this) email list but I felt it important to respond to Mr. Cole-Hatchard’s  rant.

I attended Tuesday nights board meeting and I do not recall seeing Mr. Cole-Hatchard   If he were there he would have been in the same position I was to have a conversation with the folks presenting the budget.  Had he been there he may have understood that the increase of 2.16 million is based on a grant from the State in the same amount for a project referred to as "Contract for Excellence".  Should we elect to turn down this money we would have a flat budget from last year, as we do now, but without the ability to take advantage of this program.  Once again the proposed budget is a 0% increase to the tax base from last year.


Having said that, are there opportunities to eliminate waste and other items in the budget which, over time, have reaped little or no return?  I believe there are, but it will not be accomplished by the knee jerk reaction of voting down the current proposal.  To get true control of the budget will take a lot of hard work and will involve longer term planning including readdressing service contracts, improved operational management and looking for creative revenue streams.  I agree with Mr. Cole-Hatchard on one point.  We need to begin to replace the current school board with fresh blood and unbiased thinkers.  The folks there now are not responsible for the 15 million dollar Mirant clip to the annual budget, yet I do not believe they have been as aggressive as they could have been in finding ways to mitigate its effect.  While they have presented a flat spending budget from the previous year they failed to take into account the loss of revenue from the Mirant reassessment.  The district will earn approximately 15 million dollars less this year from Mirant and yet there are no related cost reductions.  Without the cost reductions the tax burden will be shifted to the remaining tax payers in the district, the majority of which are individual citizens.  


I brought my family to the region in 2000 and like you I have been blindsided by the rampant rise in taxes.  I am not a member of this school system, nor even a product of it.  I do however have three daughters, two of them in the system and one who graduated North Rockland last year.   All three are or have flourished in this system and I have no desire to see the programs that are serving them so well diminished.  


However change must happen, but to follow the radical suggestion of some to vote down the budget again and invoke state control is going to bring about change without our control.  This is not the kind of change I want for my children.   Members of Cornerstone suggested I run for one of the seats opening this May.  By the end of the week I will finish filing papers to do just that.  I hope I will have your support in the election in May.  And please come out and vote and attend future board meetings, we have no chance of invoking changes if you are not there to support our efforts on your behalf.   


Sincerely,


Michael Rokosa

