----Original Message-----
From: Zizik, Bob [mailto:bob_zizik@medco.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2007 10:11 AM
To: morahan@senate.state.ny.us; Calhoun@assembly.state.ny.us
Cc: stephen@colehatchard.org
Subject: North Rockland School Taxes
 
 Senator Morahan, Assemblywoman Calhoun, Governor Spitzer:  
The last time I looked, Rockland County was part of New York State and the North Rockland School District was part of Rockland County. Yet, based on the recent outcome of the state budget, you would think that Albany has never heard of us or Mirant! I refer to the attached article which appeared in this Sunday's The Journal News; I honestly wasn't even aware that there was such a category as High Tax Aid (extra money for heavily taxed communities). However, I was totally appalled to read that Nassau and Suffolk counties are receiving in excess of $70 million while we in Rockland will get under $1 million. We don't qualify as a "heavily taxed community?"
 

Last fall, I read with optimism the campaign literature stating that Senator Morahan was working with the late Assemblyman Kenneth Zebrowski on aid to the North Rockland School District as a result of the Mirant debacle. In fact, here is a quote from a letter I received from the Senator dated July 5, 2006:
 

" Just a few weeks ago, I and Assemblyman Kenneth Zebrowski had a joint meeting with Assembly Ways and Means and Senate Finance staff to formulate a plan to fight for additional funding to help you and all residents of the affected areas. Be assured that we will not stop until some measure of help and relief is agreed upon to assist our constituents out of this dark moment in the history of North Rockland."

 

But with the 2007-2008 school budget coming up for a vote next month, tax payments due in September and Mirant threatening to close down the Bowline and Lovett plants, what has been the response from Albany? An expansion in the STAR subsidy which is still only a fraction of our property tax burden and is watered down if you are a "middle class" taxpayer....not good enough!
 

I drove around my neighborhood this past Easter weekend and was startled at the number of new "For Sale" signs that seemed to sprout up overnight along with the daffodils. This, sadly, has become the only alternative to dealing with the unbelievably increasing tax burden being placed on people...leave! Is that the answer? Is Albany saying that you cannot help us, therefore it is up to us to take such drastic actions?
 

As I see it, there are two areas that require immediate attention:
 

1. Tax relief aid to North Rockland taxpayers before the September payments are due.
 

2. Statewide property tax reform.
 

Hasn't the time come to stop talking and start acting on statewide property tax reform? I refer you to the second attached article that states in a March 8 Marist poll, "65 percent of New Yorkers think funding should be based on state income tax to achieve a more equitable contribution among taxpayers." I understand that this is somewhat controversial but I would support it because no one has offered an alternative and the status quo is unacceptable!
 

I am but one taxpayer and one voter but I know I speak for thousands when I say that urgent action is needed now!
 

Thank you.
 

Bob Zizik
 

P.S. Please pass this email along to the Governor's office as his web site does not seem to publish an email address.
