QUESTION FROM MIRANT Q&A PAGE

The following is a question I received, which I responded to on the “Mirant Q&A” page, but thought it should be here as well:

QUESTION #7:  Is there any real possibility of Stony Point breaking away from the North Rockland Central School District and go back to the way it was with our own district?  Why did they merge in the first place?   I understand they used to be separate.
ANSWER:  The central school district versus decentralization issue is a topic of acute interest to me.  Yes, it IS possible, but certainly would not be easy.  Believe it or not, I think the biggest hurdles won’t be existing laws or the Department of Education.  Rather, the real problems will be the people we are dealing with – the school board and the Town of Haverstraw Town Board.  I have already received a negative response to the idea from Supervisor Phillips of Haverstraw, but I believe the reasons he provided to me are less than adequate or even candid.
The districts were merged in 1957.  I don’t know why, but I do know it was probably the worst decision our former Town leaders could have made as regarding the education of our children.  I say this NOT simply because of the expense or problems with creating such a large district, but because we gave up complete control over the education of our children, and out school tax dollars.  In the centralized district that was formed and now exists, Stony Point comprises only 25% of the district wide voting base (yet pays almost half the school taxes).  Thus, although my guess is that it would take at least a few years, and be a lot of work, we would be so much better off in the long run that it would be certainly be worth it, and should be considered soon if the current school board doesn’t reconsider their spending, the austerity budget they imposed, and their complete and utter failure to respond to the people.
As for the financial part of such a decision, I just did some research on this and it really upset me.  Under this “austerity” budget that was just imposed, Stony Point taxpayers will be paying a total of about $68 million in school taxes next year.  If we were to decentralize, Stony Point would have about 2,150 students.  That would be almost identical in size to Nanuet, and smaller than Pearl River and Nyack.  However, Nanuet, with 2,200 students, has a tax burden (budget amount, minus State aid) of only $48.5 million; Pearl River, with 2,500 students, pays only $44.3 million in taxes; and Nyack, with 2,900 students, $55 million in taxes.
Let me give you a “back of the envelope” hypothetical to put this in perspective.  Please remember, this is just that – a quick brainstorming session of what might be possible:
Assuming we were to proceed with decentralization, and we compare our current $68 million cost to Nanuet’s $48 million.  Although we would loose a portion of State Aid because of the change in demographics, that would NOT increase the “base” estimate of $48 million for our new hypothetical district.  The State aid is why our current portion of taxes is only $68 million, rather than $77 or so.  We would, however, likely need capital for some construction and/or renovations, which WOULD increase our budget for the duration of any construction bonds.  A $100 million bond issue for start up costs, construction and other expenditures should cost about $8 million annually, bringing our district budget to around $56 million.  This all means, theoretically, that we could spend the same per student as Nanuet, Pearl River, Nyack or South Orangetown, absorb a 50% loss in State Aid, borrow $100 million to get started, and still cut taxes by $7 million (about 10% from the austerity rates we will be paying)
As I said, this is just hypothetical brainstorming, but I for one believe it is getting closer to becoming a real mission.
I hope this answers your questions.  Talk to you soon. STEVE

